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TAGS: SNAR, LA, UN 

SUBJECT: NARCOTICS - POSSIBLE LAO ATTEMPT ENTER LICIT OPIUM 
EXPORT MARKET 

REF: VIENTIANE 2056 

1. IN VIEW LAO GOVT'S RESPONSIBILITIES AS PARTY TO SINGLE 
CONVENTION AND INCB'S DUTIES TO REGULATE LICIT EXPORT UNDER 
CONVENTION, WE SUGGEST THAT BEST TACK MIGHT BE POR AMEMBASSY 
VIENTIANE TO SUGGEST THAT PGNU, BEPORE TAKING ANY DECISION, 
SHOULD CONSULT INCB SECRETARIAT GENEVA REGARDING LAO DESIRE 
ENTER LICIT EXPORT MARKET. WE HAVE ALERTED INCB SECRETARIAT 
(DEPUTY SECRETARY STEPCZYNSKI SINCE DITTERT IS NOT IN TOWN) 

AND THEY WILL BE PREPARED RENDER LEGAL OPINION. 

2. WHILE THIS IS OVERSIMPLIFICATION OF SITUATION, POSITION 

IN GENERAL IS THAT LAOS, AS PARTY TO SINGLE CONVENTION, SHOULD 
REFER MATTER TO INCB. BOARD CAN AUTHORIZE EXPORT UP TO LIVE 
TONS. LAOS WOULD HAVE OBTAIN ECOSOC'S APPROVAL TO EXPORT 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 GENEVA 02078 251518Z 

MORE THAN FIVE TONS. ECOSOC WOULD ACT IN LIGHT RECOMMENDATION 
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OF INCB WHICH WOULD AMOST CERTAINLY RECOMMEND AGAINST LAOS 
BEING AUTHORIZED LEGALLY EXPORT ON GROUND LAOS HAS DEMONSTRATED 
IT CANNOT CONTROL OPIUM PRODUCTION AND THEREFORE CANNOT CARRY 
OUT OBLIGATION LAID DOWN IN SINGLE CONVENTION TO RETRAIN FROM 
PRODUCING IF THIS LIKELY INCREASE ILLICIT TRAFFIC. 

3. SOME TIME AGO WE SUGGESTED TO DITTERT THAT PROEESSOR 
REUTER, PRESIDENT OE INCB, SHOULD ARRANGE EARLY VISIT TO 
VIENTIANE WITH VIEW DETERRING LAO GOVT FROM ATTEMPTING ENTER 
LICIT EXPORT MARKET. UNHAPPILY EOR NUMBER OF REASONS REUTER 
HAS NOT YET BEEN ABLE ARRANGE SUCH VISIT ALTHOUGH WE UNDERSTAND 
HE STILL HAS THIS IN MIND. DALE 
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